Bank of America Names Neighborhood Excellence Initiative Awardees Page 1 of 3

FindLaw

Legsl News and Commentary
hitp:/news.findiaw.com

Nov, 10, 2004

of i

o -y

PR Newswire

Liatlees Busirezs bk

Bank of America Names Neighborhood Excellence Initiative Awardees

‘ PORTLAND, Ore., Nov. 10 /PRNewswire/ --

PORTLAND, Ore., Nov. 10 /PRNewswire/ - Bank of America market president Roger Hinshaw
today named the first Portland area Neighborhood Exceilence Initiative award winners. Recipients
were chosen based on their commitment to build and strengthen their communities.

The Bank of America Neighborhood Excellence Initiative is a two-year program that recognizes,
nurtures and rewards organizations, local heroes and student leaders in the Portland/Vancouver area.

"The Bank of America Neighborhood Excellence Initiative is about celebrating local leaders," said
Hinshaw. "We want to help build organizational and community capacity by recognizing, supporting

- and developing the individuals and organizations that make a difference in our neighborhoods. Our
award recipients, through their dedication and commitment have created positive change within our
neighborhoods and throughout the Portland/Vancouver area."

Through the Neighborhood Excellence Initiative, Bank of America will help meet the challenges
facing the Portland area by providing operating support and capacity building for nonprofit
organizations, recognition for local leaders, and opportunities for young people to serve their
neighborhoods. ' ' '

The Neighborhood Excellence Initiative is composed of three programs: * Neighborhood Builders _
provides $200,000 in grant funding and leadership training over the course of two years to two
neighborhood nonprofit organizations working to promote vibrant neighborhoods in 30 markets across
the country. The combination of operating support and leadership training helps strengthen the
capacity and infrastructure of the selected organizations and promotes the professional development of
their leaders. The two Neighborhood Builder award winners are Open Meadow School and Hacienda
Community Development Corporation, both based in Portland. Open Meadow School is an accredited
education organization that transforms the lives of youth who are at risk of disconnecting from school
or who have already dropped out. Open Meadow's programs integrate education, workforce '
development and support services to ensure successful outcomes for youth. Hacienda Community
Development Corporation addresses affordable housing needs and revitalizes neighborhoods by
creating permanent resources of affordable housing, educational and economic development and
related activities, including resident service and after-school programs, for Portland's low-income
Latino population. * Local Heroes recognizes and honors five community heroes per year in the
Portland area whose achievements and leadership on local issues contribute significantly to
neighborhood vitality. Recipients will be able to direct a $5,000 contribution to an eligible nonprofit
of their choice and will be celebrated at a public ceremony. The 2004 Portland Local Heroes award
winners are Dan Blaufus, creator of Marathon Education Partners, long-term mentoring and college
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