3

ire Page19

h

i,.

ry on two wheels. Page

M- Fu

Songwriter fo

OW

.arga

o

FPOF TH

T
ge 9

It works

ton Pa

Y
a
5
o
c
Q

ing

pass
inlry

th

.’td push ﬂlemselves

‘Wi
iety

4

n

ents

Tower anx

z
E]

5

]

ing Jefferso

HOO!

tishes stud

in

kids
p

3

Jo

=
L

IGHBOR
. 2007
ep

ON ON

i

July 12
How to ke
and Marshall

H

0

Hursday,

T




: 'THE"OREeoNiAN'- IN PORTLAND '« THURSDAY, JULY 12,2007 | §

HOW to -
in Séhoot?
Roosevelt |

GXP&Hdmg
to Madison
and Marsha]l' s
‘pushes -
studentsv
to push

themselves B
Tt Works B

By Scott Learn
THE OREGONIAN

the schiool with the city's thhest dro

vemlty of Portland student w

?school tutoung, peld forw1th an
_'podge of federal, dlsmct ‘private and city money.

“This fall, Portland Public Schools will expand the pro- -
* gram to Madisory andMarshalthgh schools. '

deots Its approach: tinconventional. -

..icrunchmg underfoot drawmg closer to the ropes cha]lenge course W1th'r’~\:'
. every step. Eduardo takes the lead, grmnmg, ‘the hem of his black- dired
: basketba]l shorts bouncmg just below his thin knees. LaRica lags behmd

A .,'stone-faced bltmg her naﬂs When a doe and a fawn qulet]y pass by, She Starts alld:ui o
: _,;"shnnks aWay s ,:‘ o

'I'he group includes 10 14—year—olds allmeolmog
freslimen this fall at North Partland'’s Roosevelt ngb

Ttalso mdudes Ehzahe

o connecuon wrth these kids" year— und and Hariif " ,
" Fazal, the 35:year-ald director of Step Up, Portlands - _ . -~ u )
. most ambitious — and demonstrably eﬁ’ectwe — o T +++ : -
dropout-prevenoon program. Bk T The first eha]lenge is just 2 feet off the ground two
. Step Up includes this weeklo ; dEI‘Sh.lp Camp ’ Ievel cables, shaped like aV with the pointof the V.
between elghth andninth grades r weeks of sum- L pumed in ahuge Douglasﬁr The students] peu: up, then
© . mer school, older- student mentors andmtense after- h step up on the cables at the tree, facmg each’ other

-doWn hodge- L

It's won national | recognition for booslj_gng grades
and test scores and reducing dropouts at Roosevelt.

Step Up's success, independent reviews mdlcate, - -
comes from building strong relatlonsinps with stu~ -

e _Reyes andthe other students help mth spottmg Fazal
- Earlier that morning, Fazal gathered his group ina- . --'?,_?Iooks on approwngly T

_ cu'ele to talk ahout the day ahead. Begmnmg their thll‘d " " ¥duardo, the oldest.of three chJ}dren, loves the idea

- day of camp, the students Had. a]ready pushed through ‘ of being a leaderand arole mo ydel. But] he was in a gang
an uphill nin and a mgbt oftruth te]]mgthatbrought 1" * . through seventh grade and came wh1sl(er—close to get- .
many to tears.’ . N tulg shot. s

Today’s cha]lenge asenes of obstacles thatwould ORI S S ‘:f CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE"

E% To seé a video on Step Ust"-Leedership cémp. go to"vau@v.urei;oh'i‘iiee.enrﬁfpertlgnd':"{f',W
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if Fa‘zal; di

on the climb, Mila Buckland praised Tajza for,.
continuing to_chmb lnnq after she wanted fo

- Meadow Schools, uses the summer camp to
begis bunldinq cnnnectmns hetween ‘adults and- -

LEFT:Incoming Roosevelt High freshman Anna
Arais (center) gets-a hug from friend Yadira
Sanchez after returning to Raosevelt on a

- Friday afternoon. Brenda Romero. (rlght)
paired with Anna on the camp's ropes
-challenge course, with the two girls gomg

on the toughes‘l: climb.
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_ Eduardo yells.

- God!”

can't do, LaRica," Fazal says.

_down the cables, leaning into each
. ather. :

--If you Iook a_t LaRlcas life, people are gomg to say,

s HANIF FAZAL; THE DIRECTOR OF STEP UF, ON LaRICA ROBINSON {LEFT)

That changed at Portland Com— . from middle school teachers. But's -

mumty College, where ateacher told- far, mdependent Teviews show Stép
lmn he could pass anyclass at Har- Up partlmpants postmg bettef re-

: sults t.hantheu' eets atRoosevelt.
In2005 08, _ne ofStep Ups par—

pass hlS hlstory

vere cunmderably]:ugher
0 thelx peers, aDecem—

- they’re detérmined, intelli
- ple; that has to be part of th ;
tity,” Fazal says. "I tell them,’ 'Thes .

things that happen in your hfe are
ngto .7 . either{ gumg to be the reasons you’
supporthnn and his three s;sters Ln = falLapa;‘t or the reasons youl have the
caverton. By 16, he was dnnkmg, . biggest itmpactin the world.’

diugs, living with. a gu:lfnend " Step Up sprang four years ago.

d Civic Apariments on';° - from North Portlands Open Mead-

and constantly gé_tting- s oW Schnn]s, a nonproﬁtwﬂh more
: ' ) than three decades of experience

he]pmg klds others mlght glve up

Plus, Lafhcas seared
She shakﬂy steps on the cable Ed—v

LaRica puts her head mher
hands. "I am so terrified.” She - -
screams. “‘I'm gumgto dle, I swear to- .

" “You got to stop saymgwhatyou -

Fitzgearld and LaRica start shuffling

“This is your ach‘;qcate you can.
trust all year Jong,” Fazal shouts.

“I gotta have more of your weight,
LaRica,” Fitzgearld says. They start -
stepping more confidently. When
they drop off after nearly a dozen
paces, they've gone farther than the . go and has shown
other pairs. impressive results by ¢ rl r.mentors: Th show students they

They hug. Eduardo gives LaRicaa - can beat what seem like insur big heir man year,” he says.
high-five. As they head to the\ “ Mt's such a big diffevence’in schoo : '




~ .

o commumty,Fazalsays "Hesvery

charismafic, very intelligent and in-
sightful. How can he channel that’
into something not just for hlmselt'
but for otherst”

- On roat;ltnps, Eduérdq likes to see .

what people build'in open spaces. i
he doesn'tmake the NBA, he wants
10 be an archifect or get into real s-

- tate when he grows ip. But Eduar-

do’s parents finished justone yearof ,

qnddie..sghool “They care,” Eduardo
says. “But it’s really i1p ta me to care
“about school: It’s not their decision
tD make." .

LaRlcawants ‘to be a teacher and ’

* the/first one in her family to'go to
collége: She’s a thoughtful, fanny -
person, Fazal says, and m!lmake a .
phenomenal teacher. Shie can also
-get imitated easily. And she's lost a lot
of important people in her life. When
camp ‘ends and other parents arrive
to pick up their kids at Roosevelt and

celebrate their success, she'll ride the

bushome alone.

o LaRlcaand othersllke heraréina
world "where their grandmother dlES_ -

'énd'\the saymg, "Were talking about
‘a revolubou " He wants these klds tcrf

Iater Thls summer, the studéuts‘m

" man year. During the schoolyear, .
tbey’llhave an advocate and tutor -
who will meet with them after
school and talk often with their | par-
ents and. teacbers :

Even w:th that, Fazal says, when:
' the kids are ih]hng a class orstrug- -

gling to.catch tip, they'll have to be’

both humble enough to askothers’
for help and strong enough to trust.:
that they can make it through.

“Ifyou look at LaRica’s life; people
are going to say, ‘What are her

- eager to go again.’ ‘He and anbther

Step Up will take four weeks of sum:
" mer school to prepare for their fresh-. e

chances of getting to colleée?'  Fazal

says. “Ifyou know LaRlca, she’s got a

- great chance: ..

“But LaRicas gotto kmeaRxca.

A B aad

The next challenge is just like the
last — except the V is more than two.
stories off the ground. The students
will (;limb to it like'telephone line-
men via spikes stick into another
huge fir. ’Iheywear helmets and har-
nesses attached to bungee cords
puﬁedt:ghtbytheu classmates on
the ground, a system that lets their

- peers support them when they fall;

As the former middle scheoolers

approach, their eyes get wide. Some - -

put their hands over their mouths.
Eduardn and Jorge 4 are secondm

- line, and Eduardo scampers up,
- . graspingl hands with Jorge and maov--
..; ing swiftly down the V. They giggle
.and chatter in Spanish before they
 drop off. But later Eduardo aclmuwl- '

edges he was scared..
The camp’s biggest surprise was

“what we had to fight I'.hrough g he S

54ys, “the fear””
FIush w1th success ]Z.'duardo lS

£ Fazalwatches closely Ed-
uard ) defers to ]ose, reluctantly
pulling oﬁ:' his ownhamess .

Fazal srmles It’s a big moment, he
says Iater Eduardo has stepped
back. .

Nuw. thzgearld and LaRica strap
in. Fazal Iurmrs encuuragement
to LaRic, then turns to the group as
she puts her foot on the first spike.

“LaRica was talking about losing

- people in her life Jast night,” he says. -
_ “This is our chance to let her know

she'snotalone.”
+ #

- "‘”{“keep moving, Your grandmas fght
_ there watching. She's nght there with, -
T w ‘you,  LaRica." .
_“Oh;'my God!” LaRJca screams.
The other students cheer and shout. .
She slowly climbs, Tooking up.”

N

She's standmg at the top.

Fltzgearlq reaches gver to clasp
herhands. “I got you, OK?" she says.

LaRica shrieks, her face covered in
dappled surishine. A soft breeze °
blows. -
"Sn'alghtenyour arms. Pixt your
arms up,” Fitzgearld says gently.
They take their fitst step out.-

~ “Ob;my God, T'm going to fall?"”

o LaRIc:a says. She and Fuzgearid ]erk
" backandforth. © - '"

Below, the kids gnp the bungee
corrds, focused intently on the pair

above “Look at us, IaRlca!" Eduardo _
. shouts "Gaf"

three four, then five more steps,
stretched wider and wider across the

B They wobble, then fall, bobhing in

theu' harnesses, laughing and hug-
ging in midair. The kids slawly lower

. - them to the ground.

-EaRica is breathiess and beammg

‘The other gitls cluster around her. “T

was shaking so bad,” she says.
‘T }pstcanthehm(e 1did that" m

" Scolt Learn: 503-2947657;
“scottlearn@rews.oregonian.com:
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