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8% 8wwo,

@oaken and alie. Freoh young souls walking the olrcets gis-
ing DMlississippi a new vigor and evag so eardy in the mowing.
8 sce middle age while somen walking theix babics and dog at
the same time dvinking coffec and talking lo gial friends about
fast night. People in coffec shops on thei lap tops, people
opening up their expensive clothing otores that are in the middle
of every block, people otanding at the 4 bus fine, waiting to
board the bus thal's going Lo take them to their next destina-
tion. § hear foud naives coming from a constuction site that'
building new condas al the top of the block and in the middle of
Missisvippi @oe.

Quict and peaceful, bixds chirping, squirrels jumping from tree
to trce. QI colors, ohapes and siges of different homes, parked
cans, some ofd some new. Vot a soul owtside becanse it's carly
in the mowing and the oun io peeping over the highwayo and
Rills Lo anakon the Back streets of Missiasippi @se. @ ou
Fech Cron fittle whike bus cuwiises the back otreels, S by Lo
enivion what used to be thewe, yeaws ago before re-investment
and genlification were in the picture. Who wsed Lo five here?

“We will rise to the occasion. We did it before
and we will do it again.”
- Charles Jordan

“I think that you can't try to replace the hurt and pain, with
money to try and fix up your community. Even though it
would be caring to lend some money, it still wouldn't erase
the tfroubles from the past.”

- Open Meadow student




What do we do?

Why do the people in the community allow gentrification to
happen? Some say that gentrification is an unstoppable process,
or it's better for the community. The other claim is that there
isn't enough psychological conditioning for low income people to
feel like they have a right to the entrepreneurial ideas and way
of life. So what can be done to stop this? Is there one answer or
a combination of answers?

The main issue is that low income communities suffer from a
lack of resources. Instead of gentrification, the city should
encourage revitalization. Revitalization is a community effort that
requires all in the community to step up to the plate, and decide
for themselves where their community is heading. Funds coming
into the community can go into the schools or trade school
programs. The only way to start the psychological conditioning
that a untied community needs is to begin with a strong solid
education; something that allows the children in the community to
be proud. What could be more worth spending money on than the
futures of these children? More importantly, we are spending
money on our future not just as a state, but to set the bar for
the nation and set the example for others to follow.

Revitalization allows us this opportunity. Instead of having a
restaurant for people on the outside looking in, make sure the
people in the community can have a restaurant or shop they feel
comfortable in because it mirrors them and their culture.

It all starts with an education. We all have heard that
knowledge is power and racism stems from ignorance but most of
all, not being aware is what allows this process we call
gentrification to happen. To end gentrification and find another
solution it requires all of us to educate ourselves and when we say
all we mean everyone. Gentrification has happened world wide so
we all need to be aware of the happenings not just in our
communities but all communities. Gentrification doesn't have to
break our neighborhoods. We can find another solution to unite us
as neighbors and eliminate the problem of displacement.
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Why would anybody have to
leave just because there is a

change in people and in the
look of a neighborhood?

Well, see, this is when the
topic of gentrification gets
complicated and, for many,

becomes an emotional issue.

Gentrification, by definition,
includes the displacement of
long time residents, physical
enhancement of the
neighborhood, and a change
in social climate. What it
means is that somebody has
to leave. Will it be you?

“Who really
malkes the
money after the
changes?”




What happens in a gentrifying neighborhood is that
banks and businesses decide to invest money into a low in-
come neighborhood, typically of minorities, in hopes of
bringing in desirable residents.

Once the ball has started rolling on gentrification, it
seems to be an unstoppable force. One of the most visual
ways to spot gen'rmfjca‘hon is to look for new and different
shops. Th ne en 'r'e bouhque clothing stores,
This is a blg clue 'rha'r who is
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or a var-le‘l'y of
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Disinvestment: disinvestment is when
banks and businesses refuse to bring

or put money into a low income
neighborhood.
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e 1 “Gentrification is the displacement ef lower
e incame families. Families lost on the woad,
£ ! stuuggling to stay afleat.”

{iggﬂ - Shevman Jayler

sion laws are created
0 exclude Blacks from . 1t <
living in Oregon. It is ; .
written into thesState

constitution and known as

Article 1,Section 35.
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The Exlusion Laws, Article

1,Section 35 are taken out
of the Constitution

1948
Vanport community is hit 118
by a flood. 18,000 people i 41T
“are displaced. They move to
the Albina neighborhood,
where redlining is practiced
among realtors.

1960 o
Memorial Coliseum is completed
after 476 homes are lost:

1961-1966
Interstate S is built through
North Portland. 125 homes
are lost.

1971-1973

Emmanuel Hospital goes in
on N. Williams Ave. and
Russell St.
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Redlining: Banks and realtors mark in red on
a map neighborhoods that they will refuse to .
loan money to and only sell those homes to ﬂ.’
minorities or people of low income. Redlining e
was practiced nationally since the 1950’s, and
lasted into1990’s.
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?Ih Portlan hlstor'y we hav‘éﬂwufche,d r‘ban
‘projects and discriminatory real estate
as redlining, s new communities.
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L liams Ave and Russe in v th Portland.
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